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Murray on world endangered list
CARA JENKIN, REGIONAL REPORTER u’mﬁm

March 20, 2007 01:15am Article from:

THE Murray-Darling River Basin is one of the world's top 10 rivers at risk of dying, a new WWF
report says.

The report, released ahead of World Water Day on March 22, outlines the major rivers in the world,

which already suffer from threats such as the over-extraction of water, pollution or the construction of
dams. ’

The Murray-Darling basin — the only Australian river system on the list — was included because of the
large amount of invasive species living in the river.

Carp was the worst introduced species and it has since destroyed the habitat for native fish.
The lock and weir system also prevented native fish from migrating through the river.

Irrigation, which uses 95 per cent of the water diverted from the river, was also a major offender, as it
took water away from the ecology.

WWEF Living Waters program director Jaime Pittock said the organisation wanted business and
government leaders to take notice of the emergency facing freshwater supplies.

"All the rivers in the report symbolise the freshwater crisis. signalled for years, but the alarm is falling on
deaf ears," he said.

"Conservation of rivers and wetlands must be seen as part and parcel of national security, health and
economic success. Emphasis must be given to exploring ways of using water for crops and products
that do not use more water than necessary."

The report found native fish populations in the Murray-Darling were now 10 per cent of their pre-
European levels.

Two of the 35 fish species in the basin are critically endangered, nine have been declared as
threatened nationally and 16 on a state level.

http://www.news.com.au/adelaidenow/story/O,22606,2 1409751-910,00.html 3/22/2007



Joshn Wa lw

i, Ths shry focuss on Mo fsses awd Theeats for nabve £ish sfecies.
Those. Lackors jnclude indroduced Specits haady  irtgakon , and fock and Wedn Systems,

2. The  habimt for pative fish /s .é}z/hj &%y-z/, fﬁ/mﬁﬂﬂg e Autire of Many
{ s Species

5. The  Main human playus  seem do be the loerws /?’ﬂ/\7a///:7 To Aeav.ty 4
o(f\/ wndiboing, Nen- huptan [)M/us st fo bo  Carp and othes e duced Seeeres
»fak.v\j o4/,

G The  30ci0wonemic (55085 'n this shory seem fo be Hud fems reed thiz water
fo  lnswe ﬂde%m/q, crof. A/ﬂ)/ My basn 1S Fha 53’(‘6&\7&Sd’ ﬁym‘cu//mm/ aren A
AVSQLM//\[’\.I

5. This wlcle saopms («‘cly wnbinsed , Moce  conmrn with emixn7m4 Leh JE any.

Cd!p Na 5 /f()w/\p__(}( 41///" .

. 4 {sh zco@/.—z/ would b able o opplain prefrced habitads by fhese padoe
(< Specie’d . Bnd how compeditmon can bo  fessened

70 L bebitve the frst goal bodld he o pha w1t an de amiant of waks used
for i"rN‘?.mb,-\ wmd find the «du[uﬂk Msant of  vrnk ’“’"—‘(“A ‘4’— Ho dist b
persevegre. Alsd, L g wank do ook pb batbs wiys o allow fish fheoigh bl
and s Systems . T wonld abss dabe samples Jo mMake swe occess nuboents

) fock g
wt et buslding wf  hedwen dhe weirs,



